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maxim useful to the sovereign and the people. The king
questioned every one, and when the turn of Buxarjamehr
arrived, he said that he would enumerate the duties of a
king in twelve short sentences, and when Naushirvan
asked what they were, he stated them as follows : ' 1. Absti-
nence from passions, carnal lusts, anger, and whims. 2,
Truth in speech, with the keeping of promises and
covenants. 3. Consultations on important affairs with
learned men. 4. Due honour to nobles, scholars, and
authors, according to their merits. 5. Appointment of
judges, investigation of affairs, and the requital of the good
and the wicked according to their deserts. 0. Examination
of prisoners so that the guilty may bo punished ami tho
innocent liberated. 7. The safety of roads, bazars, and
seas for the benefit of the people. 8. Legal punishments of
criminals, and observance of the customs of tho people
concerning mourning. 9. Preparation of amis and of nil
equipments for war. 10. Love towards children and rela-
tives, and providing for them, 11. Keeping spies to inform
the king of what is going on in tho country. 12* Main-
tenance of wazirs, courtiers, and of bodyguards.' Then
Naushirvan ordered these sentences to be written with
golden letters, and it is said that they arc a synopsis of tho
art of government.

VARIOUS STORIES, AND A RECORD OF THE SAYHWH OF
NAUSHIRVAN.

It is related that Ebn Rumi,274 surnamed Aahkai by the
ancients, but now called SkwjhM, arrived towards tho end
of the reign of Naushirvan from Turkestan, and inadu his
appearance in the country of E'r&q. At first tho people
were frightened, and trembled when they heard tho voice
of Shughal [jackal]; but Naushirvan was only astonished,
and asked a Mobed for the cause of tho apparition of such
a wild beast in his country. Tho Mobed replied that he
had learnt from records of ancient times that whenever

m Curiously enough, i\&jaclcal is here called * son of the Greek,* for
his cunning.